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Barr: No collusion, no exoneration 


TRUMP CLAIMS VINDICATION, WHILE COUNSEL’S REPORT STOPS SHORT OF ABSOLVING PRESIDENT 


By MARK MAZZETTI éle SY > 
AND KATIE BENNER PEA chy 
The New York Times " n 


w 

WASHINGTON — The investiga- ; 
tion led by Robert Mueller found no 
evidence that President Donald 
Trump or any of his aides coordinat- 
ed with the Russian government’s 
2016 election interference, accord- 
ing to a summary of the special 
counsel’s key findings made public 
Sunday by Attorney General William 
Barr. 

Mueller, who spent nearly two 
years investigating Moscow’s deter- 
mined effort to sabotage the last 
presidential election, found no con- 
spiracy “despite multiple offers from 
Russian-affiliated individuals to 
assist the Trump campaign,” Barr 
wrote in a letter to lawmakers. 

Mueller’s team drew no conclu- 
sions about whether Trump illegally 
obstructed justice, Barr said, so he 
made his own decision. The attorney 


general and his 
INSIDE | Report deputy, Rod 
takeaways > A3 Rosenstein, 
; determined 
A reckoning for . 
di é that the special 
news media > A counsel’s inves- 
tigators had 


insufficient evidence to establish 
that the president committed that 
offense. 

He cautioned, however, that Mu- 
eller’s report states that “while this 
report does not conclude that the 
president committed a crime, it also 
does not exonerate him” on the 
obstruction-of-justice issue. 

Still, the release of the findings 
was a significant political victory for 
Trump and lifted a cloud that has 
hung over his presidency since be- 
fore he took the oath of office. It is 
also likely to alter discussion in Con- 
gress about the fate of the Trump 
presidency; some Democrats had 
pledged to wait until the special 
counsel finished his work before 
deciding whether to initiate im- 

See > REPORT, A3 


CLIFF OWEN / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Special counsel Robert Mueller walks past the White House after attending services at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Washington, 
D.C., on Sunday, two days after concluding his investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election. 


A gleeful Trump celebrates as 
staff prepares to use findings 
in 2020 re-election campaign 


By ASHLEY PARKER, PHILIP 
RUCKER AND JOSH DAWSEY 
The Washington Post 
WASHINGTON — President 
Trump’s defiant mantra — “no 


during the 2016 election. 

The four-page summary of 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation removes one of the 
darkest clouds hovering over the 
Trump presidency, even though it 
reached no conclusion about 
whether he obstructed justice. 

Aides described Trump as glee- 
ful, and the president cast it as a 
“complete and total exoneration” 
— despite Mueller’s more nu- 


anced findings. 

“There was no collusion with 
Russia, the most ridiculous thing 
I’ve ever heard,” Trump said 
underneath the wing of Air Force 
One as he prepared to return to 
Washington from a weekend at 
Mar-a-Lago. 

The findings were an unmistak- 
able political victory for Trump. 
They support his long-held stance 

See > TRUMP, A6 


collusion!” — became a rallying 
cry for his re-election Sunday 
after the Justice Department said 
there was no evidence that his 
campaign conspired with Russia 


Shock and triage as Native Americans 
are left stranded for days by flooding 


PINE RIDGE RESERVATION 


State Patrol expands 
Inslee’s security unit 
i amid presidential bid 


ADDED COST COULD TOP 
$4M OVER TWO YEARS 


Emergency rations 
distributed by horse, 


boat and helicopter The newly assigned troopers and 


related spending are expected to 
grow the EPU’s $2.6 million budget 
by about $1.5 million in the cur- 
rent fiscal year, which runs 
through June, and by $2.7 million 
in fiscal year 2020, according to 


By MITCH SMITH 
The New York Times 


PINE RIDGE, S.D. — Ella Red 
Cloud-Yellow Horse, marooned 


Estimate assumes he stays 
in race well into next year 


for days by a blizzard and then a 
flood, needed to get out. Supplies 
at her house were running low. 
She had come down with pneu- 
monia. She had a chemotherapy 
appointment to keep. 

But her long driveway was 
blocked by mountains of mud — 
impassable even for an ambu- 
lance or a tractor. 

So Red Cloud-Yellow Horse, 
59, set off toward the road on 
foot. She fell repeatedly, almost 
got swept away in the current of 
a creek, and became stuck in the 
mud. Finally, more than an hour 
later, she made it the half-mile to 
the highway where she was 
picked up. 

“I couldn’t breathe,” she said, 
“but I knew I needed to get to the 
hospital.” 


KRISTINA BARKER / THE NEW YORK TIMES 
David Gibbons, left, and Shane Mesteth ride down a muddy road 
Friday to the highway to gather food, water and medical supplies. 


Such stories are startlingly 
common these days on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota — a stunning 
stretch of land larger than Dela- 
ware — as an overwhelming bout 
of snow and flooding has set off a 
humanitarian disaster that seems 
unlikely to abate soon. 

With some residents approach- 


ing two weeks stranded in their 
homes, and with emergency 
rations able to reach parts of the 
backcountry only by horse, boat 
and helicopter, Pine Ridge re- 
mains in a state of shock and 
triage. 

Officials with the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe, which administers the 

See > FLOODING, A8 


By JIM BRUNNER 
Seattle Times political reporter 

The taxpayer price tag for Gov. 
Jay Inslee’s White House ambitions 
is escalating, as the Washington 
State Patrol plans to nearly double 
the size of his traveling security 
detail at a cost of more than 
$4 million over two years. 

Anticipating a frenetic out-of- 
state schedule as Inslee jets around 
the country in pursuit of the 2020 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion, the Patrol plans to assign six 
additional troopers, a sergeant and 
a lieutenant to the Executive Pro- 
tection Unit (EPU). 

The EPU, a plainclothes unit that 
operates like a state version of the 
Secret Service, previously has 
consisted of eight troopers and one 
sergeant. 


figures provided by the Patrol in 
response to a Public Records Act 
See > INSLEE, A7 
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We Are The Washington Cannabis Industry 


The cannabis industry includes people from all backgrounds, working in businesses from 2-person shops, 
to 450-person manufacturers. Because of Washington’s leadership, and the innovative spirit of people 
who live and work here, we epitomize the best of our industry in the world. Together, we represent 
10,000+ jobs and more than $1 billion in state taxes. Our privilege is to work in our industry safely, 
keeping product away from minors, and upholding all aspects of local and state law and regulations. 


Washington businesses featured in this ad are proud members of the Washington CannaBusiness Association. 
Not all members listed. Cannabis products may be purchased or possessed only by persons 21 years of age or older. 
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